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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for this invitation to speak at your association's 52nd annual Convention. I am glad to have the opportunity to present the new Integrated Maritime Policy for the EU that was launched less than two weeks ago. Our Integrated Maritime Policy has an ambitious agenda. It strives to guarantee the full exploitation of the economic potential of maritime activities while preserving and protecting the oceans and seas.

Let me open by saying that the oceans and seas truly represent an “ocean of economic opportunity”. The maritime economy is spread over 360 million square kilometers of oceans and seas which connect the world’s five continents. Shipping - a direct consequence of this geographical reality - has become the lifeblood of our economy. It has grown fourfold in the last forty years, and, has still to reach its peak. This boom translates into full order books for shipyards with ensuing benefits for their suppliers and customers in the wider maritime cluster.

The value of the huge potential of the maritime economy, can perhaps be best described in the words of Themistocles when in ancient Greece he said: “We will have a land and a homeland as long as we have ships and seas”.
This statement takes on new proportions in the light of today’s globalised world.

It is often said that ship suppliers are among the oldest professions in the world. Here in Malta we know what this is all about as this activity has been a constant in our life at least since the times of the Phoenicians. In a sense, ship supply is more than a business. It has always been an activity based on trust, through which suppliers look after the necessities of the Master and crew and establish solid, sometimes lifelong, commercial relationships between shipping companies and port communities.

Today, more than 1,200 merchant ports dot the 70,000 km of the European coastline. Several hundred thousands ships call into these ports every year, ensuring 90% of the EU's international trade and around 40% of the freight exchanges between EU Member States. Ship suppliers play an essential role, enabling the whole system to work smoothly. Without them, the complex world of maritime logistics could not work, as they enable ships, of all sizes and characteristics, with very different schedules and requirements, to be ready for non-stop operation in all our ports. Ship suppliers today represent a growing sector which has contributed to the creation of added value and jobs in our ports.

I am aware that there are many different regulations concerning ship supply in the EU Member States. One of the Commission's proposals looks, for example, to the simplification of administrative practices in ports. Under the new Integrated Maritime Policy, we will have the opportunity of working together to ensure that the benefits of the EU single market can also help to enhance the efficiency and competitiveness of our ship supply companies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We cannot ignore that, along with ever-more intense economic use, the oceans and seas have come increasingly under pressure. I know that maritime activities only account for about 12% of marine pollution and that CO2 emissions are low compared to road transport, but we must also recognise that nitrogen and sulphur oxide emissions from shipping look likely to surpass those of land-based industries by 2020. 

The need to protect the marine environment also takes on different meaning in the light of climate change. We all recognise the central importance of the oceans as the world’s climate regulator. We should therefore be aware that the possible effects of climate change may turn the ocean from a source of income into a source of risk. 

Despite the inherent tensions between the economy and ecology, I believe that prosperity and jobs can go hand in hand with preserving the marine environment. To achieve this, we must tap into new technologies and innovation that can make the two sit comfortably side-by-side. We can already see a number of encouraging signs as an increasing number of operators assume responsibility for the future of the oceans and seas by applying innovative technology on board their ships. 

It is that combination of being both willing and able that can render the economy and ecology mutually reinforcing: cleaner engines, recycling of ballast water and biodegradable material are increasingly being employed on board ships and off-shore platforms. Taking this one step further through eco-innovation, we find that businesses can also actually reap benefits - through new market development or reduced costs - from protecting the environment.

We need to capitalise on such trends through our policy. Until recently we conducted matters in a very fragmented way. This meant that we were more focused on finding compromises rather than finding commonalities. To curb this, we need to ensure that our efforts to be competitive go together with environmental and scientific dimensions, so that all can work together in order to deliver joint solutions.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Finding joint solutions is at the heart of our integrated Maritime Policy. In concrete terms our new policy approach brings three novelties:

1. It presents a governance framework for joined-up policy-making;

2. It introduces specific tools to make this work; and

3. It sets the agenda for all maritime policy-related proposals to be issued by this Commission until the end of its term in 2009.

Together, these components give us the tools to achieve our ambitions for a sustainable and profitable future for our oceans and seas. Allow me to explain what this means for maritime businesses.

First:

· A clear, forward-looking approach towards all EU maritime policy proposals should provide the predictability and stability needed for future business planning and growth.

· Second a more coherent approach should allow us to avoid tension, or inconsistency between various proposals. This will again translate into more certainty for businesses.

· And a better fit between sectoral proposals paves the way for ensuring simple and straightforward maritime legislation and policy.

Alongside these more "organisational" improvements, the Maritime Policy introduces concrete tools to underpin maritime policy-making initiatives.

Think of the way in which we collect marine data. Research institutes, businesses or government offices collect marine data for specific purposes – to measure climate change, to monitor the evolution of fish stocks or to predict the weather. In this way, each of them holds its own piece of information. But nobody has the whole picture. 

Such an approach cannot but be a poor basis for maritime policy-making and business development.

A system to pool this data together involves relatively minor investment. However, it is one which will bring priceless benefits for all those that work with, or depend on, the oceans and seas.

The same can be said of the inter-connectivity and interoperability of maritime surveillance systems. Today, these are limited in space and scope. Bringing together such systems will significantly improve the picture of ship movements and, with it, our ability to act against illegal operations and to save lives at sea.

Another tool towards which we intend to channel resources is maritime spatial planning. We are convinced that better planning is needed to manage the growing density and variety of offshore activities in a more efficient way. Spatial planning at sea is not the same as land planning. It has the unique geographic features of a space undergoing constant change, home to a highly volatile population. It also has unique legal conditions, involving different international and national bodies, sometimes responsible for regulating the same space for different purposes. This calls for a sui generis planning system.

Some Member States are already going in this direction, and the results are encouraging. This is why we intend to promote these examples of good practice. Learning from experience already gained will give a head-start to Member States who are new at planning. At the same time, working together will give the best guarantee that systems will be compatible and cross-border issues will no longer be a source of conflict.

Finally, the new integrated policy sets a maritime agenda of Commission initiatives to help achieve sustainable economic growth and jobs.

The Commission has presented a staff working paper on maritime clusters. These clusters encourage the sharing of knowledge, skills and resources and in so doing reinforce the competitiveness of Europe’s maritime sectors.

The Commission's role in this context is mainly to facilitate and to promote. For example, we can analyse clusters to discern critical success factors; we can connect them to turn regional excellence into world-class excellence and we can contribute to career development within clusters by encouraging actors to emulate good experiences.

The Commission also plans to reinforce the maritime dimension in its research policy. A certain level of integration is already in place – the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development recognises marine and maritime research as a horizontal area. In this context, the Commission will launch cross-cutting calls for proposals, bridging existing framework programme themes. We will furthermore develop a European Strategy for Marine Research through a dedicated partnership of marine science institutes.

We will also promote the visibility of maritime Europe. This is necessary not only to mobilise the public support necessary to reach the goals of maritime policy, but also to recognise the economic value of the maritime sectors and, with that, the career possibilities offered. This can help overcome the labour shortage from which many maritime sectors suffer.

The above are only some examples of what an integrated approach to maritime affairs can do. 

During the preparatory process that preceded the Maritime Policy Package, we asked stakeholders about their expectations. Some of their ideas I have already talked about, but there were many others, including, for example, calls for less regulation and more self-regulation. Industry stakeholders suggested that rewarding examples of responsible behaviour can be a source of inspiration to others in preparing the ground for developing industry-driven standards and in helping to achieve better implementation of the rules.

Others referred to the unintended effects of regulation on the overall goals of Maritime Policy or even to inherent contradictions that sometimes arise. For example, with respect to the pressing need for more port capacity, ports warn that, even though fully subscribing to the principles of sustainability, environmental regulations cause unacceptably long delays to port expansion. We will have to look into, and assess, such cases, as well as other potential obstacles. On this basis, as a first step, we will come forward with a comprehensive report on regulatory obstructions with a view to identifying how these can be consigned to the past.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I invite you to read our vision and proposed actions, which together give substance to our integrated approach for Maritime Policy. We look forward to working with you to further mould these proposals and find new avenues to explore.

Thank you.

